
 
PROSPECT HEIGHTS PARK DISTRICT 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

What projects is the Park District considering? 

Through community involvement in master planning in 2018 and a series of studies and community 
surveys conducted 2019-2022, Prospect Heights Park District residents identified priority projects to 
benefit all park users, from youngest to older. These projects include:  

• Renovate or replace Gary Morava Recreation Center 
• Renovate or replace Lions Park Pool 
• Renovate or replace tennis courts 
• Renovate, replace or add additional outdoor recreational spaces 

Community input is an essential part of the process. Park District residents are invited to visit 
www.phparks.org/future-planning to see the proposed project options and share their feedback. 

What is the difference between renovating and replacing the Gary Morava Recreation Center? 

Renovating the Gary Morava Recreation Center requires working with the original footprint of the 
building, putting on an addition and making the best use of space we already have. If the Park District 
replaces the building, it will be razed, and a new building will be built in its place. The new facility will 
require less overall square footage, but provide for more efficient use of space and better visual appeal, 
enhancing the recreational experience for our residents.  

Are “green options” being considered? 

Environmental considerations are a priority in our planning at Prospect Heights Park District and we will 
continue to implement best practices where possible, including considerations for energy efficient 
windows and mechanics, solar panels, rooftop program space, electric vehicle charging stations, 
permeable pavers and more. 

What is the timeframe for these projects? 

It is estimated that it will take a total of 28-36 months from approval of a parks bond referendum for the 
projects to be complete. This timeline includes 10-12 months for the complete design process and 18-24 
months for construction. 

Will the Park District place a bond referendum on the ballot for the November 2022 election? 

The Prospect Heights Park District Board of Commissioners has listened to Park District residents about 
the needs they see in their community, including the renovation or replacement of the Gary Morava 
Recreation Center, Lions Pool, tennis courts, ballfields and other outdoor recreational spaces. As a 

http://www.phparks.org/future-planning


 
result, options to renovate or replace these facilities and spaces were investigated and each require 
significant capital funding.  

The Board of Commissioners will determine at the July 26, 2022 board meeting whether to consider a 
resolution to submit a ballot question to issue general obligation bonds in the November 2022 general 
election.  

Why are you considering a park bond referendum? 

The Park District maintains the Gary Morava Recreation Center, Lions Park Pool, Old Orchard Country 
Club and 14 park sites across the district. Right now, the Park District is able to address routine 
maintenance items based on safety, needs and priorities. Many items are deferred or not addressed.  

The Park District is pursuing funding through grants and partnerships to support the capital renovations 
or replacements, but it is not sufficient to underwrite the entirety of the projects. A referendum would 
provide funds to improve recreational opportunities for a variety of users and patrons, address 
infrastructure needs in a timely manner and improve our ability to generate additional revenue.  

If a referendum is placed on the November ballot and approved, will my property taxes increase? 

For a home assessed at $200,000, passage of parks bond referendum would result in a property tax 
increase of $300 a year.  

What happens if the parks referendum isn’t approved? 

If Park District residents do not approve the referendum, the proposed capital projects will be deferred 
or not done at all. Under current plans, major capital improvements or replacements can only be done 
every 5-10 years depending upon project. The Park District will continue maintaining the facilities and 
park spaces to the best of their abilities.  

 


