
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LOCAL EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE MEETING 
PROSPECT HEIGHTS PARK DISTRICT 

GARY MORAVA RECREATION CENTER 
110 W. CAMP MCDONALD ROAD, PROSPECT HEIGHTS, IL 60070 

 
TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 2024 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 I. Call to Order  
  A. Roll Call  
   
 II. Corrections/Additions/Approval of Agenda 
  
 III. Recognition / Welcome 
 
 IV.  Old Business 

A. Minutes from July 25, 2023 LOCAL EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE MEETING 
B. Document Review  

i. Code of Conduct  
ii. Cybersecurity Response Plan  
iii. Emergency Action Plans 
iv. Board Manual  

 
V. New Business  

A. Document Review  
i. IGA with Prospect Heights Public Library for the joint purchase, 

operation, and maintenance of electronic message center 
ii. Agreement for Resident Partners with Mount Prospect & River Trails 

Park Districts  
iii. MOU with Prospect Heights Youth Baseball Softball  
iv. Lease with ComEd for Country Gardens Park, Bike Path and Native 

Prairie  
v. Agreement with School District 23  
vi. IGA with City of Prospect Heights for 214 S Wheeling Rd.  
vii. IGA with City of Prospect Heights for Compensatory Storm Water 

Storage at Somerset Park for Willow Road Flood Control Project 
 

VI. Public Comment 
 
VII. Adjournment  
 
Next Meeting scheduled for October 22, 2024 at 630pm at GMRC 

 



 

 

MINUTES OF THE LOCAL EFFICIENCY COMMITTEE MEETING 
OF THE PROSPECT HEIGHTS PARK DISTRICT 

GARY MORAVA RECREATION CENTER 
110 W. CAMP MCDONALD ROAD, PROSPECT HEIGHTS, IL 60070 

TUESDAY, JULY 25, 2023 
 

Call to Order 
Roll Call  
Tim Jones called the Local Efficiency Committee meeting of the Prospect Heights Park 
District to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Committee members physically present:  Ellen Avery (arrived at 7:01 p.m.), Betty Cloud, 
Paul Fries, Karl Jackson, Tim Jones, Eric Kirste, Steve Messer, Allison Kirby, Christina 
Ferraro 
Committee members electronically present:  Marianne Kerr and Travis Hoying  
Committee members absent:  Ray Doerner 
 
Also present:  Edlyn Castil – Marketing & Communications Manager/Recording Secretary 
 
A quorum was present. 
 
Tim Jones led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Open Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120/1 et seq.) approve committee members to attend 
electronically.  
A motion was made by Steve Messer and seconded by Paul Fries to approve committee 
members Marianne Kerr and Travis Hoying to attend electronically due to personal illness 
and employment purposes. The motion was unanimously approved by a voice vote.  The 
motion carried. 
 
Corrections/Additions/Approval of Agenda 
A motion was made by Betty Cloud and seconded by Ellen Avery to approve the agenda 
as submitted. The motion was approved by a voice vote.  The motion carried. 
 
Recognition/Welcome 
Tim Jones thanked all for participating and explained the purpose of this committee is to 
study efficiencies within the park district and create a report with recommendations to the  
Cook County Board. 
 
New Business 
Document Review 
 Code of Conduct There was a brief discussion that the code of conduct was 

recently approved by the Board.  No suggestions were offered by the committee.  
 

 Cybersecurity Response Plan   There was discussion regarding how and why the 
Cybersecurity Response Plan was created.  Executive Director, Christina Ferraro 
explained it was recommended by PDRMA (park district risk management agency) 
due increased cyber threats and the new procedure the park district had to use to 
get cyber security coverage.   
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New Business (continued) 
 Emergency Action Plans  There was a brief discussion about the plans and 

suggestions were made by the committee to create a separate symbol for AED on 
the Emergency & Evacuation Map legend. Questions were asked about the 
procedure to announce incidents over the public announcement system throughout 
the recreation center. There was discussion about the active shooter Run-Hide-Fight 
or Flee-Hide-Flight response for those in the building to escape the area or protect 
themselves, how incidents are announced so individuals can judge how they 
respond to incidents and who gives the “all clear” after an incident. 
 

 Board Manual There was a brief discussion that the manual being recently 
approved by the Board.  No suggestions were offered by the committee. 

 
It was noted that the Local Efficiency Committee is a recommending body and makes 
recommendations to the Park Board of Commissioners. 
 
Public Comment 
There were none. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Betty Cloud and seconded by 
Eric Kirste to adjourn the Local Efficiency Committee Meeting at 7:18 p.m. The motion 
was unanimously approved by a voice.  The motion carried.     
   
 

___________________________ 
Elizabeth “Betty” Cloud, Secretary 

 





































































































































































































 
 
November 15, 2022 
 
To:     Park Board of Commissioners   
From:   Christina Ferraro, Executive Director    
Re:       Intergovernmental Agreement with the City of Prospect Heights for 
Compensatory Storm Water Storage at Somerset Park for Willow Road Flood Control 
Project 
 
Background  

Willow Road typically experiences closure during significant storm water events.  For 
example, the roadway was closed for eight days in 2020. The City of Prospect Heights 
recently approved an agreement with the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District and 
Cook County for a flood control project, which will raise the grade of approximately 900 
linear feet of Willow Road, 2-4 feet, and Owen Street, 1-2 feet, to improve storm water 
flow and prevent flooding.  Essentially, the elevation change and culvert installation will 
cause water which presently stands on the street surface, to flow under the roadways.  

While culverts will be added under Willow Road, there will be no change to the 
hydrology of the Slough and Hillcrest Lake system.  Slough and Lake levels will not be 
impacted.  The culverts under Willow Road are designed to maintain the same hydraulic 
conditions as presently exist.  Also, there will be no change to the outflow of Hillcrest 
Lake.  

Willow Road will close for 6-9 months, largely due to the allowance of time needed for 
soil settling.  As the project involves fill replacement in the regulatory floodplain, City 
and other regulatory agencies require excavation of a commensurate amount of 
floodplain volume.  At the Sept 27, 2022, regular park board meeting, City Administrator 
Joe Wade requested permission to utilize approximately 24,000 square feet at 
Somerset Park for compensatory water storage.  The board approved and authorized 
me to sign Letter of Intent submitted by the City of Prospect Heights. Project managers 
have also secured compensatory storm water storage and associated easement 
agreements through the cooperative assistance of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.  
The use of Church and Somerset Park locations have received preliminary conceptual 
regulatory approval.  

Analysis  

The agreement with the Park District provides for the construction, operation and 
maintenance of the compensatory storm water storage area.  The agreement addresses 
construction and property restoration items. The compensation to the Park District is 
based on a calculation of $1/SF, with the total amount being $12,700.  

Recommendation  

Staff recommends approval of the agreement. 

 



 
 

Prospect Heights Park District  

Resolution No. 11.15.2022A 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE PROSPECT HEIGHTS PARK DISTRICT AND CITY OF PROSPECT 
HEIGHTS AND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A 
COMPENSATORY STORAGE AREA IN PROSPECT HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS  

WHEREAS, the Prospect Heights Park District (“Park District”) seeks to enhance the 
quality of life for all residents of the District through the development and maintenance 
of park lands and facilities, utilizing available resources, as well as to promote 
community involvement through a variety of recreation programs, educational 
opportunities and special events within the City of Prospect Heights; and    

WHEREAS, the City of Prospect Heights (the “City”) is a municipal entity duly organized 
and operating pursuant to the laws of the State of Illinois; and  

WHEREAS, the City, together with the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago (“MWRD”), has undertaken to design and construct a Compensatory 
Storage Area for stormwater storge; and  

WHEREAS, the Park District is the owner of certain property located adjacent to 
McDonald Creek generally located near the northeast corner of Schoenbeck Road and 
Palatine Road, commonly referred to as Somerset Park in the City of Prospect Heights, 
Illinois (“Subject Park District Property”); and   

WHEREAS, Park District the City requires access to land owned by the for construction 
of one of the Compensatory Storage Areas contemplated by the project 
(“Compensatory Storage Area #1”); and   

WHEREAS, the Park District is willing to allow the City to use a portion of its property for 
the construction, operation, and maintenance of the Compensatory Storage Areas in the 
Subject Park District Property, namely Compensatory Storage Area #1; and  

WHEREAS, an intergovernmental agreement between the Park District and City, 
attached hereto, has been prepared in order to set forth the fees to be paid to the Park 
District in support of the agreement and in exchange for the temporary construction and 
perpetual access for maintenance; and  

WHEREAS, the City and Park District are authorized by the 1970 Illinois Constitution 
and the Illinois Intergovernmental Cooperation Act to make an agreement with each 
other;   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
PROSPECT HEIGHTS, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS:  

Section 1: The recitals set forth hereinabove shall be and are hereby incorporated as 
findings as if said recitals were fully set forth within this Section One.  



Section 2: The Park District agrees that the intergovernmental agreement between the 
Park District and the City and furthers the goals of both the Park District and the City 
and is in the best interest of the parties.  

Section 3: Any and all policies or resolutions of the Prospect Heights Park District that 
conflict with the provisions of this resolution shall be and are hereby repealed to the 
extent of such conflict.  

Section 4: The Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as 
provided by law.  

Adopted this 15th day of November 2022 by roll call vote as follows:  
AYES: _______________________________________________________________  
NAYS: _______________________________________________________________ 
ABSENT: _____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________ 
Tim Jones, President  
Board of Commissioners  

ATTEST:  
_________________________________  
Elizabeth “Betty” Cloud, Secretary  
Board of Commissioners  
________________________________  
Date  
(SEAL) 



 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF PROSPECT 
HEIGHTS AND PROSPECT HEIGHTS PARK DISTRICT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A COMPENSATORY STORAGE AREA IN 
PROSPECT HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 

 
 

THIS INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) between the City of 
Prospect Heights, an Illinois municipal corporation (“City”), and the Prospect Heights Park 
District, an Illinois park district and unit of local government (“Park District”). Individually, 
the City and the Park District shall be referred to in this Agreement as a “Party” and 
collectively referred to as the “Parties.” 
 

RECITALS 
 

WHEREAS, the City has undertaken the construction of two Compensatory 
Storage Areas for stormwater storage (“Compensatory Storage Areas”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the City requires access to land owned by the Park District for 

construction of one of the Compensatory Storage Areas contemplated by the project 
(“Compensatory Storage Area #1”); and  

 
WHEREAS, the City requires access to land owned by Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Church for construction of one of the Compensatory Storage Areas contemplated by the 
project (“Compensatory Storage Area #2”); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Park District is the owner of certain property located adjacent to 

McDonald Creek generally located near the northeast corner of Schoenbeck Road and 
Palatine Road, commonly referred to as Somerset Park in the City of Prospect Heights, 
Illinois (“Subject Park District Property”); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Park District is willing to allow the City to use a portion of its 

property for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the Compensatory Storage 
Areas in the Subject Park District Property, namely Compensatory Storage Area #1; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Parties reasonably believe that the construction, operation and 
maintenance of certain compensatory storage area in portions of Subject Park District 
Property is expected to reduce the frequency and severity of flooding within the Parties’ 
respective corporate boundaries; and 
 

WHEREAS, based on the foregoing, the Park District has determined that it is in 
the public’s interest to grant certain easement rights to the City in order to facilitate the 
construction, operation, and maintenance of Compensatory Storage Area #1; and 
 

WHEREAS, a cooperative intergovernmental agreement is appropriate and such 
an agreement is authorized and encouraged by Article 7, Section 10 of the Illinois 
Constitution and the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act (5 ILCS 220/1 et seq.); and 
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WHEREAS, the Parties wish to define and establish their respective rights, 

responsibilities and obligations with respect to the construction, operation, and 
maintenance of the Compensatory Storage Area that is located within the Subject Park 
District Property. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the mutual promises 

contained herein, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency 
of which is hereby acknowledged by each of the Parties, the Parties agree as follows: 

 
1. Recitals Incorporated.  The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein by 

reference and made a part hereof as though fully set forth herein, the same constituting 
the factual basis for this Agreement. 

 
2. Compensatory Storage Area.  The City shall, at its sole cost and expense, 

design and construct two Compensatory Storage Areas for storm water storage. One of 
the areas is on property located within the Subject Park District Property owned by the 
Park District, known a Compensatory Storage Area #1. The majority of the proposed 
compensatory storage area is located within the floodplain and therefore construction of 
the storage area will have minimal impact on the Subject Park District Property. The City’s 
design and construction plan for the compensatory storage are attached hereto as Exhibit 
A. The Parties specifically acknowledge that the plans and specifications attached hereto 
as Exhibit A at the time of execution of this Agreement may be preliminary in nature and 
may not be the Final Approved Plans and Specifications. Accordingly, the Parties agree 
that the Approved Plans and Specifications, once completed and agreed upon by both 
Parties, shall be attached to this Agreement as Exhibit A and shall replace any preliminary 
plans and specifications attached hereto at the time of execution.  The Parties, through 
their respective City Administrator and Executive Director, shall execute an appropriate 
document confirming the attachment of the Approved Plans and Specifications to this 
Agreement.    

 
3. Compensation. The Parties have mutually agreed to compensation for the 

City’s use of the Park District Subject Property. The majority of the proposed 
Compensatory Storage Area is located within the floodplain. The Parties have agreed 
that the City will compensate the Park District for a license to utilize the portion of the 
Subject Park District Property located outside the floodplain. The agreed to compensation 
is in the amount of $1 per square foot. The Parties have agreed that the fair and equitable 
compensation for license to utilize this portion is in the amount of $12,700.00. The process 
for the Park District to receive payment shall be as follows: 

 
a. The Parties approve and execute this Intergovernmental Agreement;  

 
b. The approval and execution of the “Intergovernmental Agreement By 

And Between The City Of Prospect Heights, The County Of Cook, And 
The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District Of Greater Chicago For 
Design, Construction, Operation, And Maintenance Of A Flood Control 



 

Project At Willow Road On McDonald Creek Tributary A”, attached 
hereto as Exhibit D; and; 

c. Final review of and approval of the City’s Plans and Specifications as 
outlined in Paragraph 5. 

 
4. Easements.  To facilitate the construction, operation and maintenance of 

the Compensatory Storage Area, the Park District shall grant to the City certain temporary 
construction easement rights and certain perpetual access and maintenance easement 
rights in and to the Park District Subject Property to be used for stormwater storage 
purposes.  The temporary construction easement and perpetual access and maintenance 
agreement shall be in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit B and incorporated 
herein by reference, subject to such additional modifications as mutually agreed to by the 
Parties in writing. 
 

5. Review of City’s Plans and Specifications. The City shall submit to the Park 
District for review and comment the proposed plans and specifications for Compensatory 
Storage Area #1to be constructed by the City in the Park District Subject Property 
pursuant to this Agreement. The proposed plans and specifications shall be prepared in 
accordance with all applicable City ordinances, County of Cook Ordinances, and State 
and Federal statutes, rules, and regulations.   
 

6. Schedule of Construction.  The Parties shall reasonably cooperate in 
coordination of the construction, operation and maintenance contemplated by this 
Agreement or any exhibits hereto, so as to minimize any adverse impact on Park District 
property and operations. The City shall notify the Park District in writing at least thirty (30) 
days prior to commencement of construction, staging or site preparation for any 
construction, operation and maintenance contemplated by this Agreement or any exhibits 
attached hereto. The City shall also provide the Park District with a copy of the 
construction schedule for any construction, operation and maintenance contemplated by 
this Agreement or any exhibits attached hereto, as the same may be revised from time to 
time.  
 

7. Restoration of the Park District Property.   
 

a. Following the City’s completion of the Compensatory Storage Area, 
the City shall, at its sole cost and expense, restore all affected portions of the Park 
District Subject Property to the same or similar condition as existed prior to the 
commencement of any construction thereon by the City, which is further detailed 
in Exhibit C. 

  
b. All restoration, repair and replacement shall be completed to the 

reasonable satisfaction of Park District within thirty (90) days after the completion 
of the Compensatory Storage Area or, if due to weather conditions or other 
circumstances which in the Parties opinion would make any such restoration, 
repair and replacement inadvisable, then within such later time period as the 
Parties reasonably agree. 



 

 
8. Maintenance and Repair of the Compensatory Storage Area. The City shall 

maintain the Compensatory Storage Area in such a manner so as to ensure that the 
Storage Area remain in good working order and repair at all times and will further ensure 
that the Compensatory Storage Area comply at all times with applicable federal, state and 
local law, including the ordinances and regulations of the County of Cook and the City of 
Prospect Heights. The Specifications for Restoration and Maintenance of the 
Compensatory Storage Area are further detailed in Exhibit C.    

 
9. Indemnification and Hold Harmless.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, 

the Parties agree to indemnify, defend, save and hold harmless the one another and their 
elected and appointed officials, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers (individually 
and collectively, the “Indemnitees”) from and against any and all liabilities, claims, losses, 
and/or demands for personal injury and/or property damage, including reasonable 
attorneys’ fees, arising out of or caused by any act or omission of the City or Park District, 
any contractors or subcontractors, anyone directly or indirectly employed or engaged by 
any of them, or anyone for whose acts any of them may be liable, arising out of or in 
connection with any work or activity performed pursuant to this Agreement, the grants of 
easement contemplated by this Agreement, any work or activity performed on or in the 
Subject Park District Property which relates to or involves the compensatory Storage Area 
constructed and installed by the City, and/or any work or activity performed in connection 
with the City’s construction, operation, or maintenance of the Compensatory Storage 
Area. 

 
10. Subsequent Modifications. The Park District retains the right of access to 

and use of the Subject Park District Property in any manner not inconsistent with the 
rights granted to the City under this Agreement or any exhibits attached hereto. The City 
shall not modify any Compensatory Storage Area constructed pursuant to the terms of 
this Agreement or any exhibits attached hereto, or add any additional improvements not 
specifically included in this Agreement or any exhibits or addenda attached hereto, 
without the prior, express written approval of the Park District. 

 
11. Insurance. At all times while this Agreement remains in effect, each Party 

shall procure adequate insurance and/or self-insurance to protect itself, its officers, 
employees and agents from any liability for bodily injury, death and/or property damage 
in connections with the stormwater improvements constructed pursuant to this Agreement 
or any exhibits attached hereto. 

 
12. Termination.  
 

A. The City may, in its sole discretion and prior to the construction of 
any Compensatory Storage Area, declare this Agreement, including any exhibits 
attached hereto, null and void by sending the Park District the appropriate written 
notice pursuant to paragraph 18 below.  

 



 

B. The Park District may, in its sole discretion, declare this Agreement, 
including any exhibits attached hereto, null and void by sending the City the 
appropriate written notice pursuant to paragraph 18 below in the event the City 
does not enter into an agreement for the construction of the Compensatory 
Storage Area contemplated by this Agreement or by any exhibits attached hereto 
within two (2) years from the execution date of this Agreement.   
 
13. No Waiver.  No waiver of any rights which either Party has in the event of 

any default or breach by City under this Agreement shall be implied from the failure by 
the other Party to take any action on account of such breach or default, and no express 
waiver shall affect any breach or default other than the breach or default specified in the 
express waiver and then only for the time and to the extent therein stated. 
 

14. Entire Agreement.  This instrument contains the entire agreement between 
the Parties relating to the rights granted herein and the obligations herein assumed.  Any 
oral representations or modifications concerning this instrument shall be of no force and 
effect, and any modifications to this Agreement must be in writing and must be signed by all 
Parties to this Agreement. 
 

15. Severability.   Invalidation by judgment or court order of any one or 
more of the covenants or restrictions contained herein shall in no way affect any other 
provisions which shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
16. Law Governing.  The laws of the State of Illinois shall govern the terms of this 

Agreement both as to interpretation and performance.  
 
17. Captions and Paragraph Headings.  Captions and paragraph headings are 

for convenience only and are not a part of this Agreement and shall not be used in 
construing it. 

 
18. Notices.  All notices provided for herein shall be served upon the Parties by 

personal delivery, email, fax or Certified United States mail, return receipt requested, at 
the following locations, or at such other location or locations as the Parties may from time 
to time designate in writing: 
 
 

Notice to Park District: 
Christina Ferraro 
Executive Director 
Prospect Heights Park District 
110 W. Camp McDonald Rd. 
Prospect Heights, IL 60070 
 

Notice to City: 
Joe Wade 
City Administrator 
City of Prospect Heights 
8 N. Elmhurst Road 
Prospect Heights, IL 60070 
 

Notices shall be deemed given and effective upon receipt by the Party to whom it was 
sent. 
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19. No Waiver of Tort Immunity.  Nothing contained in this Agreement is 
intended to constitute nor shall constitute a waiver of the rights, defenses, and immunities 
provided or available to either Party under the Illinois Local Governmental and 
Governmental Employees Tort Immunity Act with respect to claims by third parties.  

 
20.  No Third-Party Beneficiaries.  This Agreement is entered into solely for the 

benefit of the Parties, and nothing in this Agreement is intended, either expressly or 
impliedly, to provide any right or benefit of any kind whatsoever to any person or entity 
who is not a party to this Agreement, or to acknowledge, establish, or impose any legal 
duty to any third party.   

 
21. Compliance with Laws.  The Parties shall comply with all applicable federal, 

state, county, and local statutes, ordinances, rules, regulations, and codes.       
 
22. Counterparts.  This Agreement may be executed in counterparts that, taken 

together, will be effective as if they were a single document. Signatures transmitted by a 
Portable Document Format (.pdf) file or facsimile shall be treated as originals. 

 
23. Prevailing Party.  The prevailing party in any suit or action to enforce the 

provisions of this Agreement shall be entitled to recover his or her costs in enforcing this 
Agreement, including reasonable attorneys’ fees. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Agreement as of the day 

and year first above written. 
 
PROSPECT HEIGHTS PARK DISTRICT 
 
 
_________________________________ 
President, Board of Park Commissioners 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Secretary, Board of Park Commissioners 

CITY OF PROSPECT HEIGHTS 
 
 
______________________________ 
Acting Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
City Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

Approved Plans and Specifications 
  



 

EXHIBIT B 
 

Form Temporary Construction Easement and Perpetual Access 
 and Maintenance Easement Agreement 

 
  



 

EXHIBIT C 
 

Specifications for Restoration and Maintenance  
  



 

EXHIBIT D 
 
Intergovernmental Agreement By And Between The City Of Prospect Heights, The 
County Of Cook, And The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District Of Greater Chicago 
For Design, Construction, Operation, And Maintenance Of A Flood Control Project At 
Willow Road On McDonald Creek Tributary A 
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